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Indianapolis Experimental Station Opened

The new experimental station and
airport which the city of Indianapolis
constructed for the exclusive use of the
Civil Aeronautics Authority in testing
aids to air navigation and safety equip
ment for aircraft was formally turned
over to the Authority by Mayor Regi
nald Sullivan of Indianapolis in cere
monies at the airport on May 29.
Chairman Robert H. Hinckley accepted
the facilities on behalf of the Authority.
Clinton M. Hester, Administrator of
the Authority, discussed the work to be
done at the new station at a luncheon at
the Indianapolis Athletic Club preceding
the ceremonies.
The new experimental station and
airport, on which construction was
started a year ago, is situated just west
of the Indianapolis Municipal Airport
on part of a 1,000-acre tract which the
city originally set aside for airport
purposes. The landing field has two
4,000-foot runways, providing for land
ings in four directions. The combined
hangar and shop is 150 by 120 feet, with
a two-story space 30 by 120 feet for
extra shops and offices. Both field and
hangar were built in accordance with
C. A. A. specifications.
At present the experimental equip
ment at the station consists of a com
pletely developed instrument landing
system, an ultra-high-frequency radio
range, and a runway equipped with
systems of landing lights designed to
provide better visual assistance to
pilots in bad weather landings.
Two experimental airplanes are as
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signed to the station, one a Waco with
tricycle landing gear used mainly for the
ultra-high-frequency radio work, and the
other a Stinson equipped with conven
tional landing gear used in the instru
ment landing work.
The instrument landing system is a
refinement of the basic system devel
oped by the National Bureau of Stand
ards some years ago. It is described as
representing all the best features of sev
eral blind-landing plans. Hundreds of
experiments will be conducted at the
station in the next few months in an
effort to determine whether this sytem
as it stands, or one of the many other
systems being tested at the present time,
or any combination of these, can even
tually be adopted as standard by the
Authority. The present installation
can be applied to any instrument-land
ing system by changing the receivers on
the planes and the glide-path trans
mitter on the ground. No other equip
ment need be changed.
The acquisition of the station has
made it possible for the Authority to
speed up the study of airport lighting,
particularly with regard to the illumina
tion of runways in bad weather.
The Authority will now be able to
carry on all its experimental and test
projects at the new station, thus having
all such work centered at one point.
Heretofore the Authority had to use
facilities for experimentation and testing
wherever it could obtain them, a handi
cap which made coordination of results
difficult. -
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