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DONT GO TO FRANCE TO LEARN TO FLY
By Earle L. Ovington

i T seems to be generally accepted as an axiom that

if one is to become the most expert aviator in the

shortest possible time he should go to France for

his instruction. I was of that opinion at the Bel-

mont Park two years ago and in fact at that time

1 perhaps took the best course by going abroad.

During the last season, however, the instruction courses in

the best aviation schools have been so much improved that

now one can learn the art of man-flight in this country more

easily and at a less expense than by going to Europe. I gradu-

ated from the Bleriot School at Pan, in the southern part of

France, and yet to many who have inquired regarding instruction

ir aviation I have given the advice heading this article.

I have assumed that the would-be aviator wishes to fly a bi-

plane, which is distinctly an American product. Of course, if a

monoplane, which is particularly a French product and original

design, is chosen that alters the case somewhat, although during

the past year several American companies have been building

\ery creditable monoplanes, in fact there are now several com-

panies having factories within a few miles of New York who

construct just as good monoplanes as are made in France, but

unquestionably France holds the lead in monoplane construction

to-day and naturally has a good many very big schools for mono-

plane instruction.

The largest number of pupils is turned out by Bleriot either

from his summer school, just outside of Paris, or from his winter

school at Pau, in the southern part of France, where I took my
first hop on a single deck machine.

The Farman School at Etampes is the next largest foreign

aviation school, but the biplane has not met with the favor ac-

corded the monoplane in France and probably for that reason

the Farman school is not as well patronized as that of Bleriot.

All of the leading constructors, of course, have their own flying

school. The aviation schools in connection with the Nieuport,

Deperdussin, Morane, Hanriot and Antoinette are most com-

plete in their equipment.

The schools in England pattern very much after the French

ones and the English machines are largely copies of the French

models. The English schools, however, offer nothing but what
can be obtained in America.

Personally I am of the opinion that the immediate future of

the aeroplane rests very largely in the development of the hydro-

aeroplane, which, as a loyal American, I am proud to say is dis-

tinctly an American invention. To be sure, a Frenchman was
the first to experiment with hydroplanes, but it was not until

Curtiss evolved his wonderfully efficient machine, that arising

from and alighting upon the water was a proved success.

Great advances in instruction methods were made during the

flying season of 1911 and reliable aviation schools were estab-

lished at all the large aerodromes in America. During the win-
ter these schools have perfected their organization and are
planning an active campaign for the season of 1912. He who
desires to soar amongst the clouds, therefore, will be afforded
ample opportunity for obtaining the required instruction right
here in this country without the necessity of spending time and
money incident to a trip across the ocean.

I think that all schools, whether American or foreign, could
be greatly improved by including in their course of instruction
not only practical work on the ground and in the air, but by
giving the student in addition a thorough course in the theoreti-
cal principles underlying aero-dynamic flight.

In the early days of the aeroplane when the principal desire
was to turn Out flyers who could engage in exhibition work, and
when the fundamental principles were not as well understood,
there was possibly some excuse for neglecting the theoretical
part of the subject, but now that flying has become more or less
of a practical proposition, and the underlying theory well recog-
nized, there is no longer the excuse for this neglect.

We would have far better aviators, and I am sure that the
death list would be much reduced, if the embryo bird-men were
given a thorough theoretical course of instruction in the funda-
mental principles of aeronautics before he was allowed to even
get into a machine. There are many aviators today, and suc-
cessful exhibition flyers, I mean, who really do not understand
the elementary principles upon which the design and construc-
tion of their machine rests. However expert they may be in
the manipulation of their control levers, I claim that they would
be far better flyers if they knew more about the theory of the
subject.

Comparing the foreign and the American schools I know as
a matter of fact that the course of instruction in the schools
abroad is not even as complete as it is in this country with regard
to the theoretical instruction. At Bleriot's School at Pau, for
instance, they put a student directly into the machine without
giving him any instruction whatever except in the actual man-
ipulation of the levers, and keep him "grass cutting" until he
becomes efficient enough to steer a straight course across the
field. He is then given a machine with sufficient power to raise
him from the ground, but not a word of instruction is imparted
regarding the laws which make flight possible.
In America the preparation of the student for flight is a little

better. He is not only told that by pulling a certain lever his
machine is righted, but he is shown why this effect is produced.

In the French and English schools the aviator is placed in a
machine alone when he receives his practical experience. In this
country, on the other hand, he first takes several flights with an
instructor in order to become used to the sensations of being
in a machine during flight. He has an opportunity at this time
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one-half. The return journey was made two
days later with one stop at Ludwigshist.

WORLD'S RECORD FOR FLIGHT WITH
AVIATOR AND FOUR PASSENGERS.

On March 8th, at Johannisthal, Hoffman on a
monoplane flew for 32 minutes 33 seconds with
four passengers, establishing a new world's record
for a flight with tour passengers.

On February 23rd the German Patent Office
invalidated the basic feature of the German
VVright patents in regard to the simultaneous
action of the rudder and warping.
The suit, which was in progress for a long

time, was brought by five German firms. The
court upheld two specific forms of patent com-
bining the steering and warping, but disallowed
the general claim. The judgment is, however,
open to appeal before the Imperial Supreme Court
at Leipzig.

L- Z. II, the new Zeppelin airship, will be sent
up to Frankfort-on-Maine as soon as it is ready.
It is proposed to carry out regular trips in the
summer-time, going as far as the German North
Sea watering places.

The German aerial cruiser Suchard, destined to
cross the Atlantic, is being mounted in the Par-
seval hangar at Berlin-Johannisthal. The huge
gondola, which contains motor and screw, has
been hung up, but it was not possible to begin
with inflation up to the time of writing, owing to
the excessive cold reigning in North Germany.

his birthday on January
27th, the German Emperor made a grant o"
50,000 marks for a competition for the best aeria
motor, the award to be made personally on hi

next birthday. His Majesty, who gives a re
newed proof of his great interest in all aero
nautical matters thereby, has ordered the com
mittee to be composed of members of the Im
perial Automobile and Aero Clubs, the Society
German Manufacturers and of a representative o
the Home Office, War Office, Admiralty, Board o:

Education and the Technical High School.

rHE ENGINE SECTION OF
MOTORS AND THE GEAR AND SHAFT TRANSMISSION
MOTORS ON LEAF SPRINGS TO RELIEVE THE FRAME

thickly padded with what is termed "fibre metal-

lique," an elastic padding which absorbs the

shocks and prevents injury to the skull.

Many fatal accidents have been avoided by the

use of these helmets and many testimonials have
been written in their praise, Aviators Deletang,

chief pilot of the Clement-Bayard firm; Lieut.

Ludman, officer aviator; Frey, Tabuteau, d'Hesoel
and others testifying to having had falls from
heights of 60 metres or less and landing on their

heads without receiving serious injury, owing to

the protection afforded by the Roold helmets.

CROSS-COUNTRY FLYING AT RATE OF 101

MILES' AN HOUR.
On March 11th Maurice Tabuteau
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The Fokker monoplane has a

and a spread of 11 metres; th

attached to the fuselage and ha
warping or ailerons. They a:
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coublay aerodrome, Paris, with on
tiers for luncheon. He covered the

of 720 kilometres (447 miles) in five hours. The
first stage of the journey from Pau to Poitiers,

261 miles, was covered in 2 hours 35 minutes, or

at a rate of approximately 101 miles an hour.

Germany
On February 19th, Fokker, using his monoplane

fitted with automatic lateral stability, rose to a
height of 7,000 feet at the Johannisthal aviation

field and flew for some time. As the Fokker

lgth of 8 metres
rings are rigidly
no provision for
;overed only on
netres, tne total

carrying surface being 22 square metres. The
two wings attach to the fuselage at a very pro-
nounced obtuse angle.
The tail and rudder structure is flexible and

resembles that of the Etrich-Rumpler monoplanes
and Albatros biplanes. The motor used at the

start was a 50 horse power Argus, but this has
now been changed to a 70 horse power. .Argus. It

is placed very high with the pUot and his passen-

ger in back and below it. Steel tubing is used
throughout, and the machine rests on a large and
strong chassis, which is fitted with two wheels.
The control is very simple. A lever works the

elevator, while the steering is done by pedals.

The transversal stability is automatic and is pro-

duced by the peculiar form of the wings and the
very pronounced V at which they set and the
relatively high position of the centre of gravity.

On February 9th Lieutenant Barend, accom-
panied by Lieutenant Solmetz on his Rumpler
monoplane, made a fine flight from Doeberitz to

Hamburg, a distance of 130 miles, in 2 hours and

It

Holland
He Wvnmalethat

been chosen to represent Holland in the 1912
international aviation race. Wynmalen is known
as a former world's altitude record holder, and
also as the winner of the Paris-Brussels and re-
turn flight of October 17th, 1910.

Russia
Reports from Paris state that Jerome S. Fan-

cuilli, vice president of the Curtiss Aeroplane
Company, has signed a contract with the Russian
Naval Commission for three oi the Curtiss hydro-
aeroplanes. The machines ordered, however, will
be fitted with 75 horse power motors instead of
the 50 horse power engines that drive the two
Curtiss hydro-aeroplanes owned by the United
States Navy. Two of the Russian machines are
10 have the same spread of wing as the navy's

—

thirty-five and a half feet—while the other ma-
chine, built more for speed and agility than lifting,

will have a spread of thirtv-three feet one inch.
All three hydro-aeroplanes are of the dual control,
passenger carrying, single pontoon biplane type.
They are being set up at the Curtiss factory, at
Hammondsport, New York, and the first will be
ready to ship about April 1st. It will go to
France, where it is possible that the acceptance
trials will be held. Besides the aeroplanes the
order includes a spare motor.

The Aeronautic Society of Moscow will hold an
international exposition April 7-21, 1912, for ex-
hibiting all kinds of balloons, dirigibles, aeroplanes,
motors, and their accessories. Magnetos, carbu-
retors, radiators, hydrogen producers, wireless ap-
paratus, scientific instruments designed for aerial
work, aeronautic costumes, and in fact all those
articles which enter into the aeronautic field will

be displayed.

Switzerland
Tadeoli, the Swiss aviator, has been working

on the design of a new hydro-aeroplane during the
winter. The machine is now completed and will

be experimented with during the springtime on the

beautiful Lake Geneva.

Tripoli

On March 6th the first

operated
sr recon-

ble was used
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by the Italian army and was used
noitering purposes and bomb dropping, a num-
ber of bombs were dropped into the Turkish and
Arab camp at Zanzur and considerable damage
done.

Tunisia
On February 8th, Obre and Duval, having got

clear of the Italian military authorities, com-
menced their exhibition at Tunis. In spite of a

strong wind both Obre on a monoplane of his

own design and Duval on a Caudron tractor

biplane, made circular flighrs of 60 kilometres,

passing over Carthage, Ariana, Tamanouba and
Tunis.


