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264 DECLARATIONS 

For Switzerland: 
For Turkey: (Signed) TURKHAN. 

(Signed) M. NOURY. 
(Signed) ABDULLAH. 
(Signed) R. MEHEMED. 

For Bulgaria: (Signed) D. STANCIOFF. 
( Signed) Major HESSAPTCHIEFF. 

DECLARATION 

The undersigned, plenipotentiaries of the Powers represented at the Inter
national Peace Conference at The Hague, duly authorized to that effect by their 
Governments, inspired by the sentiments which found expression in the Declara
tion of St. Petersburg of November 29/December 11, 1868, 

Declare that: 
The contracting Powers agree, for a term of five years, to forbid the dis

charge of projectiles and explosives from balloons or by other new methods of 
similar nature. . 

The present Declaration is only binding on the contracting Powers in case 
of war between two or more of them. 

It shall cease to be binding from the time when, in a war between the con
tracting Powers, one of the belligerents is joined by a non-contracting Power. 

The present Declaration shall be ratified as soon as possible. 
The ratifications shall be deposited at The Hague. 
A proces-verbal shall be drawn up on the receipt of each ratification, a copy 

of which, duly certified, shall be sent through the diplomatic channel to all the 
contracting Powers. 

[30] Non-signatory Powers may adhere to the present Declaration. For this 
purpose they must make their adhesion known to the contracting Powers 

by means of a written notification addressed to the Netherland Government, 
and by it communicated to all the other contracting Powers. 

In the event of one of the high contracting Parties denouncing the present 
Declaration, such denunciation shall not take effect until a year after the notifi
cation made in writing to the Netherland Government, and by it forthwith com
municated to all the other contracting Powers. 

This denunciation shall have effect only in regard to the notifying Power. 

In faith of which the plenipotentiaries have signed the present Declaration, 
and have affixed their seals thereto. 

Done at The Hague, July 29, 1899, in a single original, which shall remain 
deposited in the archives of the Netherland Government, and copies of which, 
duly certified, shall be sent through the diplomatic channel to the contracting 
Powers. 

For Germany: 
For Austria-Hungary: 
For Belgium: (Signed) A. BEERNAERT. 

(Signed) Cte. DE GRELLE ROGIER. 
(Signed) Chr. DEscAMPs. 
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265 DISCHARGE OF PROJECTILES FROM BALLOONS 

For China: 
 
For Denmark: 
 
For SPain: 
 

For the United States of America: 
 

For the United Mexican States: 
 

For France: 
 

For Great Britain and Ireland: 
 
For Greece: 
 
For Italy: 
 
For Japan: 
 
F or Luxemburg: 
 
For Montenegro: 
 
F or the Netherlands: 
 

For Persia: 
 

For Portugal: 
 

For Roumania: 
 

For Russia: 
 

For Siam: 
 

F or Sweden and Norway: 
 
F or Switzerland: 
 
For Tttrkey: 
 

For Bulgaria: 
 

............................ 
 
(Signed) F. BILLE. 
 
(Signed) EI Duque DE TETUAN. 
 
(Signed) W. R. DE VILLA URRUTIA. 
 
( Signed) ARTURO DE BAGUER. 
 
(Signed) ANDREW D. WHITE. 
 
(Signed) SETH Low. 
 
(Signed) STANFORD NEWEL. 
 
(Signed) A. T. MAHAN. 
 
(Signed) WILLIAM CROZIER. 
 
(Signed) A. DE MIER. 
 
(Signed) J. ZENIL. 
 
( Signed) LEoN BOURGEOIS. 
 
(Signed) G. BIHOURD. 
 
(Signed) D'EsTOURNELLES DE 
 

CONSTANT. 

(Signed) N. DELYANNI. 

(Signed) STAAL. 
 
(Signed) v. KARNEBEEK. 
 
(Signed) DEN BEER POORTUGAEL. 
 
(Signed) T. M. C. ASSER. 
 
(Signed) E. N. RAHUSEN. 
 
(Signed) MIRZA RIZA KHAN, ARFA


uD-DoVLEH. 
(Signed) Conde DE MACEDO. 
(Signed) AGOSTINHO D'ORNELLAS DE 

VASCONCELLOS. 
(Signed) Conde DE SELIR. 
(Signed) A. BELDIMAN. 
(Signed) J. N. PAPINIU. 
(Signed) STAAL. 
(Signed) MARTENS. 
(Signed) A. BASILY. 
(Signed) PHYA SURIYA NUVATR. 
( Signed) VISUDDHA. 
(Signed) BILDT. 

(Signed) TURKHAN. 
 
(Signed) M. NOURY. 
 
(Signed) ABDULLAH. 
 
(Signed) R. MEHEMED. 
 
(Signed) D. STANCIOFF. 
 
(Signed) Major HESSAPTCHIEFF. 
 



280 FIRST COMMISSION 

gium, Denmark, Spain, ~rance, <:reec~, Italy, Japan, Montenegro, Net.herlands. 
Persia, Roumania, RussIa, SerbIa, Slam, Sweden and Norway, SWItzerland, 
Turkey and Bulgaria. 

The President takes up the discussion of the question of throwing projectiles 
from balloons. 

[7] He summarizes the passages.of the report in re¥ard to ~his subject.. 
Captain Crozier calls attentIOn to the observatIons whIch he made In this 

connection at the last meeting of the first subcommission. 'Without wishing to 
repeat them, he desires to summarize their substance her~. The present balloons 
cannot effectively serve in war. Moreover, their use for the purpose in question 
would neither be humane nor in accordance with the spirit which guides us, 
since it is impossible to foresee the place where the projectiles or other substances 
discharged from a balloon will fall and since they may just as easily hit inoffensive 
inhabitants as combatants, or destroy a church as easily as a battery. However, 
if it were possible to perfect aerial navigation in such a way as to do away with 
these defects, the use of balloons might decrease the length of combat and 
consequently the evils of war as well as the expenses entailed thereby. But there 
is another point to be considered: It would be important to secure unanimity of 
votes on this question; now, three Powers have endorsed the proposition only on 
condition of limiting the prohibition to five years. 

By accepting this limit he believes that it will be possible to obtain the desired 
unanimity; he therefore embraces the opinion of the delegates from Great Britain. 
France and Roumania. 

General Mounier is also of opinion that it would be dangerous to impose 
restrictions on oneself for an indefinite length of time. It is impossible to foresee 
what the future has in reserve. The observation of Captain CROZIER appears to 
him to deserve the most serious attention. To-day the projectiles discharged from 
a balloon may make victims among the non-combatants. 

But the use of more perfect balloons may become a practical and lawful 
means of waging war. It would therefore be suitable to limit the prohibition to 
some definite period of time, for instance, five years or even more. 

Colonel Gilinsky admits that they cannot pledge themselves forever and he 
proposes a ten year limit. 

General Sir John Ardagh supports the proposition of Captain CROZIER. 
The President submits the following draft to a vote. 

The discharge of projectiles and explosives from balloons, kites, and in 
general by different means than those in use at present, shall be prohibited 
for five years from the date of ratification of the act of the Conference. 

. Lieutenant Colonel von Khuepach, after observing that the end (second 
hne) of the draft is much too general, deems it superfluous to mention kites. 

Colonel Gilinsky answers that experiments have been made for the purpose 
of utilizing kites as a means of warfare . 

. The President having observed that the wording just proposed is in reality 
a lIttle vague, Colonel Gilinsky declares that he does not oppose its being 
modified. 

General den Beer Poortugael proposes the formula "by means of aerial 
devices." 

Colonel Gilinsky endorses this suggestion. 

http:passages.of
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281 THIRD MEETING, JUNE 22,1899 

Colonel Coanda would like to know whether it would be necessary to include 
among aerial devices, for instance, the hurling by mortars of projectiles which 
would burst in the air and cause dynamite or other explosives to fall. 

The President answers that the apprehension of Mr. COANDA does not 
seem justified, since the projectiles thrown by a mortar start from the ground. 

Mr. Beldirnan having expressed a doubt as to the clearness of the term 
"aerial," Mr. Raffalovich answers that the expression "aerial device" refers 
exclusively to the point of departure of the projectile, and he reads the passage 
in which Colonel GROSS VON SCHWARZHOFF had formally reserved the employ
ment of mortars. 

Mr. Bihourd considers that the term "aerial" is too liable to give rise to 
ambiguity, and it would therefore be preferable to substitute in place thereof the 
word" similar." 

Colonel Gross von Schwarzhoff observes that as they are returning to the 
old wording they should not omit the word "new." 

The following form of wording is put to a vote and unanimously adopted: 

The discharge of projectiles and explosives from balloons or by other 
new methods of a similar nature shall be prohibited for five years from the 
date of ratification of the act of the Hague Conference. 

Guns 

The President summarizes the conclusions of the report. 
He opens up the discussion on the proposition of General DEN BEER POORTU

[8] GAEL, the result of the vote on which in the subcommission was as follows: 
9 yeas, 3 nays and 9 abstentions. These abstentions having been caused 

chiefly by lack of instructions from the respective Governments, it may be that 
the lattet have since been transmitted to the delegates and that the discussion 
may reach a definite result. 

Jonkheer van Karnebeek says that the question is similar to another one dealt 
with in the second subcommission, namely, that of cannon. These two questions 
are difficult to settle at present; they would necessitate a thorough examination 
on the part of the technicians of the different countries, and this would require 
considerable time. It is to be feared that time would be lacking for such an 
examination, and that a negative conclusion would be reached, whereas later 
on an understanding might be secured. And just as he took the liberty of pro
posing" that the question of cannon be reserved for a subsequent examination, he 
would also like to see the same thing done in regard to guns. 

It ought therefore to be stated that the question remains open and that it 
remains under consideration as regards the various Governments. Otherwise 
the risk would be run of meeting a check caused not by ill-will, but by the diffi
culty of passing on the subject within so short a period. In this case, the public, 
which has not been able to follow the discussion, would look at the result from 
a less favorable standpoint than it really warrants. 

He proposes, in conclusion, tc reserve the decision to be reached until some 
conference to be held subsequently. 
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438 SECOND COMMISSION 

CHAPTER III.- The sick and wounded 

ARTICLE 21 

The obligations of belligerents with regard to the sick and wounded are 
governed by the Geneva Convention of August 22, 1864, subject to any modifica
tions which may be introduced into it. 

[42] 
SECTION II.- ON HOSTILITIES 

CHAPTER I.- Means of injuring the enemy, sieges, and bombardments 

ARTICLE 22 

The right of belligerents to adopt means of injuring the enemy is not un
limited. 

ARTICLE 23 

In addition to the prohibitions provided by special conventions, it is espe
cially forbidden: 

(a) To employ poison or poisoned weapons; 
(b) To kill or wound treacherously individuals belonging to the hostile 

nation or army; . 
(c) To kill or wound an enemy who, having laid down his arms, or hav~ 

ing no longer means of defense, has surrendered at discretion; 
(d) To declare that no quarter will be given; 
(e) To employ arms, projectiles, or material calculated to cause unnecessary 

suffering; 
(I) To make improper use of ,a flag of truce, of the national flag, or of 

the military insignia and uniform of the enemy, as well as the distinctive badges 
of the Geneva Convention; 

(g) To destroy or seize the enemy's property, unless such destruction or 
seizure be imperatively demanded by the necessities of war. 

ARTICLE 24 

Ruses of war and the employment of measures necessary for obtaining in
formation about the enemy and the country are considered permissible. 

ARTICLE 25 

It is forbidden to attack or bombard towns, villages, dwellings or buildings 
that are not defended. 

ARTICLE 26 

The officer in command of an attacking force must, before commencing a 
bombardment, except in cases of assault, do all in his power to warn the authori
ties. 

ARTICLE 27 

In sieges and bombardments all necessary steps must be taken to spare, as 
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439 FOURTH MEETING, JULY 5, 1899: ANNEX 

far as possible, buildings dedicated to religion, art, science, or charitable purposes, 
hospitals, and places where the sick and wounded are collected, provided they 
are not being used at the time for military purposes. 

It is the duty of the besieged to indicate the presence of such buildings or 
places by distinctive and visible signs, which shall be notified to the enemy be
forehand. 

ARTICLE 28 

It is forbidden to give over to pillage even a town or place taken by storm. 

CHAPTER 11.- Spies 
{43] 

ARTICLE 29 

A person can only be considered a spy when" acting clandestinely or on 
false pretenses, he obtains or endeavors to obtain information in the zone of 
operations of a belligerent, with the intention of communicating it to the hostile 
party. 

Thus, soldiers not wearing a disguise who have penetrated into the zone 
of operations of the hostile army, for the purpose of obtaining information, are 
not considered spies. Similarly, the following are not considered spies: Soldiers 
and civilians carrying out their mission openly, entrusted with the delivery of 
dispatches intended either for their own army or for the enemy's army. To 
this class belong likewise persons sent in balloons for the purpose of carrying 
<1ispatches and, generally, of maintaining communications between the different 
parts of an army or a territory. 

ARTICLE 30 

A spy taken in the act shall not be punished without previous trial. 

ARTICLE 31 

A spy who, after rejoining the army to which he belongs, is subsequently 
<captured by the enemy, is treated as a prisoner of war, and incurs no responsi
bility for his previous acts of espionage. 

CHAPTER 1II.-Parlementaires 

ARTICLE 32 

A person is regarded as a parlementaire who has been authorized by one 
of the belligerents to enter into communication with the other, and who advances 
bearing a white flag. He has a right to inviolability, as well as the trumpeter, 
bugler or drummer, the flag-bearer and the interpreter who may accompany him. 

ARTICLE 33 

The commander to whom a parlementaire is sent is not in all cases obliged 
to receive him. 

He may take all necessary steps in order to prevent the par!ementaire taking 
advantage of his mission to obtain information. 

In case of abuse, he has the right to detain the parlementaire temporarily. 
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