
SADNESS AND JOY 

That at least as early as 1909 there were a sufficient number of 
radio "hams" with transmitters to cause very bothersome inter- 
ference with wireless communication, is evidenced by a letter 
appearing in Modern Electrics addressed to the Wireless Associ- 

tion of America, to which organization I had recently been 
elected honorary president. In this letter I warned that 

If the present promiscuous working of unlisted sending stations con- 
tinues as it has, means effective and drastic will certainly be taken to rem- 
edy this evil. 

Without question Congress will be asked to pass legislation requiring 
licenses for all transmitting stations, limiting their number in given dis- 
tricts, limiting their power, and prescribing the wave length that may be 
employed. 

All stations not belonging to the Government or to legitimate commer- 
cial companies will doubtless be absolutely prohibited by law if the present 
inconsiderate interferences are continued. 

Transmitting stations of more than one -quarter horsepower, except those 
with very carefully tuned radiating circuits using very weakly damped os- 

cillations, should be at once discontinued if within fifty miles of Govern- 
ment stations. 

Disregard of such warnings, whether or not you consider them right 
and just, will certainly result in drastic prohibitive legislation at a not 
far -distant date. 

A scrapbook of mine covering the years 1907 to 1910 contains 
a brief prospectus of the Radio Telephone Company, printed in 
1908. The prospectus contained this prophecy: 

It will very soon be possible to distribute Grand Opera music from the 
transmitters placed on the stage of the Metropolitan Opera House by a 
radiotelephone station on its roof to almost any dwelling in greater New 
York. [Two years later exactly this was done.] 

Interesting in view of today's ship -warning radio devices is 

this description of what I had patented and described in that 
booklet under the term 

AEROPHORE AUTOMATIC SIGNALING 

The Aerophore is an automatic signaling device which warns a mariner 
of near approach to a point of danger, giving him his direction therefrom, 
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FATHER OF RADIO 

and that under all weather conditions when spark signals or lights are 
obstructed or uncertain. The Aerophore is inevitably to be installed at 
countless danger points all along the sea and lake coasts, lighthouses, at 
the mouths of rivers, harbors, etc. 

The erection of Aerophore stations along the coast will compel owners 
to equip practically every vessel afloat with the simple receiving outfit re- 
quired, thus greatly increasing the market for that sort of apparatus. The 
small Aerophore sets on shipboard will absolutely warn mariners of the 
approach of a vessel similarly equipped and its direction of approach. 

Another prophecy in that prospectus: 

The Aerophore principle adapted to locomotives furnishes an additional 
block -signal safety appliance of immense value. Engineers can be warned 
of the near approach of another locomotive one or two miles distant on 
the same track. This must inevitably be installed on the majority of loco- 
motives, signal towers, and derailing switches of the existing railway sys- 
tems in the country. 

It is to me today a constant source of wonder and disappoint- 
ment that such indisputably important applications of radio to 
the fields of safety signaling as were briefly outlined in this 19o8 

leaflet have not yet had widespread practical application. There 
was absolutely no question even then as to the operativeness and 
practicability of the aforementioned Aerophore warning and 
signaling devices, which I had outlined in great detail in two 
patents taken out in 1906, patents long ago expired. 

Early in the morning on June 19, 19o9, Mrs. Blatch telephoned 
me that I was the father of a little girl, born in the cottage at 
Milford. She was given the name Harriet. 

That tiny baby-clutching infantile fingers around my own 
quickly entangled my lonely heart in tendrils which grew to 
tightly enfolding arms of steel. . . . But that summer was 
again a sad one of separation, with the gulf between my wife 
and me slowly, fatally widening. Strive as I might, plead as I 

could, I found it impossible to perceive again in Nora's heart 
the place I had once so fondly occupied. 
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