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BALKAN KINGS USED
NAZI INVENTION TO
GET ALLIED NEWS

By GEORGE WELLER

The Chicago Dally News Post-Dispatch Special
Radio. Copyright, 1944.
ATHENS, Nov. 17. — How two

Balkan kings kept abreast of
world-wide affairs, as the Allies
saw them, by the clandestine use

|of a Nazi invention under the very

noses of the Gestapo, has now
been revealed in Romania and
Bulgaria.

Soon after the Nazis moved in
on Bucharest and Sofia, they
brought new Hellschreibers (“plain
writers”), machines which trans-
form certain radio impulses into
words. The apparatus was intend-
ed to enable official agencies to
record news from Berlin,

But when the Gestapo was
away, the Balkan monarchs lis-
tened to London, which also has
a “Hellschreiber.” Bulgaria’'s King
Boris, now dead, and Romania's
King Mihai had guards posted to
give warning if the Nazis ap-
proached while the news tickers
of the Nazis merrily clicked oft
the details of Allied advances.

Mihai was reading 30 pages a
day when the Russians arrived.
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